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MICHIGAN BROADBAND SUMMIT 2024

October 14-15 | Thompsonville, Michigan

Crystal Mountain

Registration is closed.
The Michigan Broadband Summit aims to provide universal access and

connectivity. Discover how Michigan is constructing its broadband networks with

abundant fiber foundations, laying the groundwork for universal access and future

connectivity. This effort aims to bridge the digital divide and create an inclusive

https://www.merit.edu/community/events/mbs-2024/become-a-sponsor/


PRESENT AT MBS24

(Our CFP is now closed. Thank you to everyone for your submissions!) Do you

have a passion project or knowledge that could improve the community? Share

your expertise at the Michigan Broadband Summit and contribute to bridging the

digital divide. Full event attendance is included for all of our chosen speakers!

BUILDING BRIDGES FOR BEAD:

A COMMUNITY AND ISP NETWORKING

EXPO

Crystal Mountain Resort in Thompsonville, MI

October 15, 2024

Noon – 5:00 P.M. EST

This workshop is included in the MBS registration at no additional cost. Just

indicate when registering that you are going to attend and we’ll see you there!

The Michigan High-Speed Internet Office (MIHI) invites you to an exclusive

connection-building event, “Building Bridges For BEAD.” This unique forum is

digital ecosystem across the state through collaborative stories, strategic

infrastructure planning, and community-focused initiatives.



designed to initiate conversations between communities with BEAD-eligible

locations and prospective BEAD applicants in their area. Participants should

expect a fast-paced, guided activity designed to foster partnerships and

collaboration.

Whether you represent a community eager for improved internet access or an

Internet Service Provider planning to (or considering whether to) apply for a BEAD

grant, this event promises valuable insights and networking opportunities to drive

connectivity advancements across our state.

Network, share ideas, and explore potential partnerships that can help bridge the

digital divide in Michigan. Together, we can build a brighter, more connected

future.

KEYNOTES



DR. CHRISTOPHER ALI

Pioneers Chair in Telecommunications, Professor of Telecommunications | Penn State

University



CLAIRE EVANS

Author & Journalist



DOUG MCCOLLOUGH

Executive Director of The Beta District, and CEO of Color Coded Labs

AGENDA

Day #1 - October 14, 2024



8:00 - 8:45 A.M. | Breakfast and Registration

8:45 A.M. - 9:00 A.M. | Opening Comments

9:00 A.M. - 9:50 A.M. | Morning Keynote

People Points: Putting the Public in Broadband Policy One
Story at a Time

DR. CHRISTOPHER ALI
Pioneers Chair in Telecommunications, Professor of Telecommunications | Penn
State University

Read Abstract

10:20 A.M. - 11:05 A.M. | Session 1

Breakout 1 - Creating Peer Cohorts for Municipal
Broadband Infrastructure and Digital Equity Planning

ANDY STUTZMAN
Executive Director | Next Century Cities

Read Abstract

Breakout 2 - Exploring Infrastructural Breakdown Through
Games

DR. JEAN HARDY
Assistant Professor of Media & Information | Michigan State University

MEGAN GLEASON
Research Assistant | Michigan State University



Read Abstract

GOLD Sponsor Presentation: ACD.net - The Community
Broadband Network Experience

GARY MUNCE
Deputy Supervisor | Lyndon Township

Read Abstract

11:15 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. | Session 2

Breakout 1 - Interactive Query, Visualization, and
Statistical Analysis of Broadband Availability and
Infrastructure Data

STILIAN STOEV, PHD
Professor, Department of Statistics | University of Michigan

AMY STUYVESANT
Data Enterprise Manager | Merit Network

XIAOCHUN WEI
Undergraduate Student, LSA Department of Statistics | University of Michigan

YUNTAO SHANG
Graduate Student, Electrical Engineering and Computer Science | University of
Michigan

Read Abstract

Breakout 2 - Human-I-T | Technology Donations to Create
Social Good

JOSH BUTLER



Senior Policy & Advocacy Manager |
Human-I-T

Read Abstract

Sponsor Presentation: CCI Systems, Inc. - Want Quicker,
Better Easier Deployment? Work with a Partnership Team

HEATHER GOLD
Vice President, External Affairs | TAK Communications

CHAD KAY
Engineer/Manager | CCI Systems

ALEXA EDENS
Senior Director | KGPCo

Read Abstract

12:00 P.M. - 1:10 P.M. | Lunch

1:10 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. | Midday Panel Presentation

The State of Digital Equity in MI: Getting Organized,
Getting Connected, Taking Action

CHARLOTTE BEWERSDORFF
Vice President for Community Engagement | Merit Network

ALLIE HERKENRODER
Digital Equity Director | MIHI

AUTUMN EVANS
Senior Program Manager, Education & Employment | Rocket Community
JACKIE BOROZAN
Growth Manager | Grow Benzie



Read Abstract

2:10 P.M. - 2:55 P.M. | Session 3

Breakout 1 - Plan Better, Dig Once, Achieve More

RYAN LARUWE
Executive Director | Michigan Infrastructure Council

EMILEE MADISON
Departmental Analyst | Michigan Infrastructure Council

Read Abstract

Breakout 2 - Teamwork Makes the Dream Work

JON WILLOW (MODERATOR)
Digital Equity Practice Lead | Community Broadband Action Network

KATIE ZEITS
Benzie County Administrator | Benzie County

JACKIE BOROZAN
Growth Manager | Grow Benzie

MITCH SHAPIRO
Broadband Consultant

Read Abstract

When a 2022 Merit Moonshot study in Benzie County revealed 73 percent of
households lacked fixed broadband service delivering speeds of 25/3 Mbps, a
broad and engaged coalition of partners came together, investing County
ARPA and general funds, winning a ROBIN grant, lodging over 100 BEAD
challenges, and piloting Merit’s Digital Opportunity Compass. Most recently,
a subset of those partners led Region 2 in its MITTEN grant application.
How did a rural county of less than 18,000 do it? By bringing everyone to the



table, then listening closely to find common goals and local champions to
design, evaluate, and implement a plan to bring fiber service to over 5,100
locations by the end of 2026 and keep digital equity at the forefront. Join us for
an interactive conversation with key participants. Learn how you can build a
broadband dream team in your own community!

Sponsor Presentation: 123.Net - Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs): A Practical Guide

JUSTIN LAMPMAN
COO | 123.NET

JEFF MOERSCHELL
Major Accounts - Gov & Edu | 123.NET

JON EYERMAN
Vice President of Sales Operations | 123.NET

Read Abstract

2:55 P.M. - 3:40 P.M. | Sponsor Networking

3:40 P.M. - 4:25 P.M. | Session 4

Breakout 1 - Beyond Access and Infrastructure: Evaluating
the Impact of Local Contexts on Digital Equity Strategies

PIERRETTE RENÉE DAGG, PH.D.
Director of Research | Merit Network

MEGAN KNITTEL, PH.D.
Educational Research Consultant |Merit Network
Instructor | Michigan State University

Read Abstract



Merit Community Supporter: eX² - Unplugging Politics:
Open Forum on Broadband Neutrality

AMANDA BORRETT
Vice President of Business Development | Vivacity Infrastructure Group

CHANCE EIKER
Director of Operations | eX² Technology

DR. ALEXIS SCHRUBBE, PHD
Director of Internet Equity Initiative | Data Science Institute, University of
Chicago

Read Abstract

Sponsor Presentation: Cherry Capital Connection - Open
Access Networks (OANs) - Aspects of OANs and How it Can
Benefit Your Community

TIM MAYLONE
CEO | Cherry Capital Connection, LLC

ASA BROMAN
Head of Customer Success | COS Systems

JESSICA THORFVE
Customer Success Director | COS Systems

THOM STEPHENSON
Sr. Strategic Business Consultant | Millennium LLC

Read Abstract

4:35 P.M. - 5:25 P.M. | Afternoon Keynote Presentation: Claire Evans



Broad Band: The Untold Story of the Women Who Made the
Internet

CLAIRE EVANS
Author and Journalist

Read Abstract

5:25 P.M. - 5:35 P.M. | Closing Comments

5:35 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. | MBS Mixer

MBS Mixture: Sponsored By ACD.Net

Details

Day #2 - October 15, 2024

8:30 A.M. - 8:55 A.M. | Registration & Breakfast

8:55 A.M. - 9:40 A.M. | Session 1

Breakout 1 - Partnering With Tribes To Expand Broadband
Access and Economic Opportunity

LARRY JACQUES
Director of Strategic Planning | Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

DAN DOYLE
Executive Director of Enterprise Operations | Sault Tribe

TIM MAYLONE



CEO | Cherry Capital Connection, LLC

Read Abstract

Breakout 2 - State and Federal Funding Updates:
Maximizing Broadband Access and Digital Equity for
Communities and Institutions

ERIC FREDERICK
Chief Connectivity Officer | MIHI

BEN FINEMAN
Federal Program Officer | NTIA

ALLIE HERKENRODER
Digital Equity Director | MIHI

Read Abstract

Merit Community Supporter Presentation: AdTran - 24/7
Proactive In-service Fiber Monitoring: Customer Prem to the
Core

ABDALA KHEIREDDINE
Business Development Director | AdTran

Read Abstract

9:50 A.M. - 10:40 A.M. | Morning Keynote Presentation: Doug McCollough

The Urban vs. Rural Distraction: How changes in
narratives, methods, and definitions of success will lead our
communities to mutual value, mutual interests, and mutual
results.



DOUG MCCOLLOUGH
Executive Director | The Beta District
CEO | Color Coded Labs

Read Abstract

10:40 A.M. - 10:45 A.M. | Closing Comments & Raffle Drawing!

For the remaining agenda, you must be registered for the BBB Expo

11:30 A.M. - 12:30 A.M. | Lunch

12:00 P.M. - 2:30 P.M. | Building Bridges For BEAD: A Community and ISP
Networking Expo

Read Abstract

2:45 P.M. - 5:00 P.M. | (Continued) Building Bridges For BEAD: A
Community and ISP Networking Expo

Read Abstract

OUR SUPPORTERS



MERIT COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

The Michigan Broadband Summit is made possible by our supporters.

BECOME A SPONSOR

https://www.adtran.com/en
https://www.adtran.com/en
https://ex2technology.com/
https://ex2technology.com/
https://www.juniper.net/
https://www.juniper.net/
https://acd.net/
https://acd.net/
https://www.merit.edu/community/events/mbs-2024/become-a-sponsor/


BRONZE SPONSORS

BRAND SPONSORS

https://www.123.net/
https://www.123.net/
https://www.cherrycapitalcommunications.com/
https://www.cherrycapitalcommunications.com/
https://www.ccisystems.com/
https://www.ccisystems.com/
https://www.arista.com/en/
https://www.arista.com/en/
https://www.ciena.com/
https://www.ciena.com/


https://www.graybar.com/
https://www.graybar.com/
https://www.kgpco.com/
https://www.kgpco.com/
https://www.mymillennium.us/about-us/
https://www.mymillennium.us/about-us/
https://www.rroese.com/
https://www.rroese.com/
https://surfinternet.com/
https://surfinternet.com/


FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

What lodging can I use for
MBS?

Does Merit offer discounts
to attend MBS?

If I'm not a current Merit
Member can I still attend
MBS?

If I'm from a for-profit
organization can I attend
MBS?



PAST MICHIGAN BROADBAND
SUMMITS

Michigan Broadband Summit 2023

Across Michigan, we are at crucial intersections of
broadband infrastructure, digital equity and universal
internet access. Reaching the destination requires
community empowerment that can only happen with the
sharing of resources. Whether you’re fueling up, on the
road, or seeking your next destination, join us on this



transformative expedition to shape a connected future for
all.

LEARN MORE

Michigan Broadband Summit 2022

Our fourth annual Michigan Broadband Summit (MBS) 2022
is about sharing innovative solutions and key strategies
that are impacting all of us right now.

https://www.merit.edu/community/events/michigan-broadband-summit-2023/


Learn from experts and peers about innovative approaches
to supply chain and workforce shortages, optimal network
design and cutting-edge technologies to guide immediate,
positive impacts to succeed in broadband deployment in
spite of it all.

LEARN MORE

Michigan Broadband Summit 2021

The past year has further demonstrated the critical need
for broadband access to every home and business in
Michigan. As communities strive to lessen the impact of
the digital divide, many, like you, are exploring the
development of regional broadband networks. Community
networks connect unserved residents, invite increased
local competition and positively impact quality of life for
citizens.

https://www.merit.edu/broadband-summit-2022/


LEARN MORE

Merit Network
880 Technology Drive,  Suite B

Ann Arbor,  MI 48108-8963

MERIT CAREERS

P: 734.527.5700

F: 734.527.4125

E:  info@merit.edu

Merit Ser vices

Network

Security

Internet

Cyber Education & Training

About Merit

Merit’s Histor y

Our Team

STAY UP TO DATE WITH MERIT
Sign up to receive the latest security and networking articles, exclusive
invitations to Merit events, product information and more!

SUBSCRIBE NOW

https://www.merit.edu/community/events/broadband/
https://www.merit.edu/about/careers
tel:7345275700
tel:7345275700
tel:7345274125
tel:7345274125
mailto:info@merit.edu
mailto:info@merit.edu
mailto:info@merit.edu
https://www.merit.edu/about/services/
https://www.merit.edu/network
https://www.merit.edu/security
https://www.merit.edu/network/internet/
https://www.merit.edu/security/training/
https://www.merit.edu/about
https://www.merit.edu/about/history
https://www.merit.edu/about/our-team
https://www.merit.edu/support/email-opt-in


Governance

Init iatives

News

Media Inquiries

Support

Contact

Policies

Email  Opt-In

 
  

https://www.merit.edu/about/governance
https://www.merit.edu/initiatives
https://www.merit.edu/news
https://www.merit.edu/support/media-inquiries
https://www.merit.edu/support
https://www.merit.edu/support/contact
https://www.merit.edu/support/policies
https://www.merit.edu/support/email-opt-in
https://www.facebook.com/meritnetwork
https://www.twitter.com/meritnetwork
https://www.linkedin.com/company/merit-network/

